HORMIC PSYCHOLOGY

ally chafged ideas, or ideas' besetzt with emotional energy
(as though each complex owed its power to a charge of
libido imparted once for all to it), yet it is, I think,- in
line with;Freud's general treatment to say that.such a
" complex " is a "capacity,31 a Structural unit, which has
acquired such connections with the sex (or other) instinct
that the libido^ or hormic energy of the instinct, readily
flows into it and works through it, and thus is determined
to modes of expression recognisable as due to the influence
of the complex.    Consider a fear complex, say a pliobia
for running water.   There has been acquired a peculiar'
' formation which leads to a paroxysm of fear with great
expenditure of energy upon the perception of running
water, a reaction which may be repeated at long intervals
through many years.   Are we to suppose that this forma-
tion, the complex, contains as an integral part of itself
all the energy and all the complex structural organisation
which every manifestation, of fear implies, that each fear
complex involves a duplication of the fear organisation
peculiar to itself ?   Surely not! The essence of the new
formation is such a functional relation between the per-
ceptual system concerned in the recognition of running-
water arid the whole apparatus of fear, that the perception
becomes one of the various afferent channels through
which the fear system may be excited.   In this connection
it is td be remembered that a sufficient mass of evidence
points to the thalamic region as the principal seat of the
great affective systems or .centres of instinctive excitement.
In neurological terms, the perception of running water
is in the main a cortical event, while the manifestation of
fear is in the main a subcortical or thalamic event; and
the essential neural ground of the complex-manifestation
is a special acquired cortico-thalamic connection between
the two events, or, more strictly, between .the two neuron
systems concerned in.the two events and respectively
located in cortex and in thalamus.
;-  The hdrmist can find no cleat instances that support
Wqpdworth's thesis  and .can point to a multitude ,of
instances which indicate an absence of all driving power
in the ".capacities" as such V; He maintains therefore